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of consent from 13 to 16 and that of abduction from 16 to 18 it
notably extended the legal protection of women.
A very memorable movement falling almost entirely within
this period was the agitation against the Contagious Diseases
Acts. These acts (passed in 1864,1866, and 1869) had adopted
for eighteen garrison or dockyard towns the system of registering,
licensing, and medically examining prostitutes in vogue generally
on the continent. At first the policy was unopposed; but when
its advocates wanted to extend it to the whole country, the're
began in 1869 a counter agitation to repeal the acts. After four-
teen years9 effort the repealers in 1883 carried a resolution in the
house of commons. In April 1886 a repealing statute became law.
The agitation was important: first, because it saved England
from a bad system of vice-regulation, which is now at last being
widely abandoned on the continent itself; secondly, because it
greatly advanced the idea of a single standard of virtue for men
and women; and, thirdly, because it powerfully stimulated the
more general movement for women's rights. Its heroine was
Mrs. Josephine Butler;1 its hero, James Stansfeld. Mrs. Butler,
a lady of exceptional altruism and eloquence, compelled public
attention for years to unsavoury evils the mere mention of which
by a woman brought obloquy. Stansfeld showed almost greater
self-sacrifice. In the first Gladstone administration he had been
a cabinet minister, and a high place in politics was marked out
for him. But in 1874 he abandoned it all that he might give his
parliamentary experience and influence unreservedly to this then
failing cause. Only after twelve years, when repeal had passed
the house of commons, did he consent to join a cabinet again.2
One may doubt whether the history of any modern country can
present a similar case of a front-rank statesman throwing up his
ambitions for a thankless crusade of mercy in so rewardless and
repellent a field.
1  1830-1906. Her father, John Grey, had worked with Clarkson, the emancipa-
tionist. Her husband was the brother of Dr. Montagu Butler, the celebrated head-
master of Harrow and Master of Trinity College, Cambridge.
2  He took Chamberlain's place following the resignation of the latter in March
1886 over home rule.